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General Smuts, to Budapest to seek contact personally with
Bela Kun. On April 4th Smuts arrived in a special train.
He did not set foot in the town, Kun and his associates
meeting him in his train in the station. I was present when
the general arrived, and since I was the only one among
the correspondents of the foreign Press who knew Hungarian,
I learned what had taken place at the meeting shortly after
the discussion ended.

The conference yielded no result, and Glemenceau gave
the Rumanian government permission to march against
Soviet Hungary.

On May ist, just when Budapest was all decked out with
huge pictures and plaster busts of Lenin, Marx and Engels,
celebrating May Day, the Rumanian army reached the
River Theiss, a few hours away from the town. I entered
into conversation with various Soviet officials who were
taking part in the celebrations. Sensing the tension in
government circles, I went round to Bela Kun's head-
quarters in the Hungaria Hotel, where one of my informants
told me the disquieting news from the front.

Rumours were rife, and then that same evening the
Rumanians crossed the Theiss* When it looked as though
Budapest was about to be occupied by the enemy, Bela Kuu
decided to summon the 'Soviet of the Five Hundred*, which
enjoyed the exclusive right of taking the most important
decisions, to attend a secret meeting on Friday afternoon,
May 2nd, in the so-called 'New Town Hall'. They were to
decide whether the country should defend itself to the bitter
end by every means within its power, or whether the Hun-
garian Soviet Republic should throw up the sponge.

A special adventure was reserved for me in connection with
this secret meeting of the Budapest Soviet.

Having made up my mind to be present at the meeting,
I borrowed the hammer and sickle badge of the Soviet